an Corcentration Camps
gse-Americans, 1342-46

By Ausiin J. App, PhD.?

On June 36, 1946, twenty- ae years ago, Ameri-
ca’s concentration camps for 112,985 Americans
of Japanese descent (Nisel and Issel) were official-
Iy declared abolished. On February 19, 1042, when
Japanese victories had created a panicky fear of
a West Coast invasion, Pregident Roosevell, ihe
profegsed champion of pure democracy. and World
brothernood, signed Order No. 8066 and on March
18, Order No. 9102, ordering Japanese Americans
evacuated from the West Coast and to be confined,
without charge, hearing or trial, into inland con-
centration camps.

Roosevelt and his fellow New Dealers proved
thereby that during a total war no government has
ever heen truly democratic or constitutionally fair
to all itz own inhabitants, lat alone alien ones. Na-
tional Socialist Germany was not, buf neither was
holier-than-thou Rooseveltian America. Executing
Roosevelt’s racist orders, General John L, DeWitt,
Western Defense Commander on August 7, 19432,
announced complacently that over 110,400 persons
of Japanese blood had been successfully routed out
of their homes into camps surrcunded by barbed
wire and armed guards,

Rights Abrogated in World War I and B

America af present is convilsed by hordes of pro-
testers against our Vietnam intervention who claim
the right to burn their draft cards, carry pro-enemy
slogans, and even burn the American fiag. At least
they did until a few weeks ago when these same
“doves” staried clamoring for the U.S. to rush to sup-
port Israel. Had any German-American attempted
the like in Worlkd War I or II, he would probably
have been lynched and certainly been put in Jjail,
In World War II the Japanese Americang of ithe
West Coast, even though they could be accused of
not one act of subversion or sabotage, were clamp-
ed in ten “Relocation Camps” for the duration only
because the Roogeveltians considered all persons of
Japanese blood “potentially dangerous.”

Time Magazine in “The Righti to Dissent and the
Right io Answer” (May 12, 1087) marvels how
brash today’s proiesters are when we are fighting

1 The smuthor first freated this topic tweniy-one years ago:
cWriting OF the Injustive of ihe Japanese Americans” (The
Emancipater, San Antonio, February, 1246). He was horn in
Milwaukee snd is associate professor of English at LaSalle
College, Philadelphia. He holds his A.B. depree from Si.
Francig Serpinary, Milwaukee, his M.A., and Ph.D. from The
Catholic University of Ameriea, Wash., D.G. Hiz doctoral
diesertation, Lancelot In Emghsh Literatmre (1920) was in
1965 re-published by Haskell House, New York.  He is the su-
thor of hundreds of reviews and articies, a dozen pamphlets,
gight books, his latest being Morgemthan fra Letters (1366,
10% pages, $2.00). He iz lizted in Burke & Howe's Amerjcan
Authors and Books, in Catholic Aathors II, in Book of Catholic
Authers ¥V, in Oatholic Whe's Whe, and Whe's Who in the
East. He is co-founder of the magazine Best Bellers. MHis first
intereat is literature, but his second s just peace, He championa
an Atlantic Chartter peate everywhere, a restoration to the
Cerman Expellees of their QOder-Neisse and Sudeten homes
and hemalands and to the Palestinians of theirs, mnd he urges
a policy of Hberation of the Captive WNations under Soviet
Russisn colonializm as the only way o end the threat of
a third world war.
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communisis, and how soft they are freated, com-
pared to the harshness and real repression applied
when we werse fighting Germans and Japanese:

“During World War e anti-German hys-
tericw, the 1318 RSedilion Aci prescribed 20
Years tmprisonment for war dissenters., Su-
perpatriols banned the teaching of German in
26 stales, cheered sweeping federal raids on
60,000 Tradicogls’ in 1920, and even put over
Prohibition as o “war measure.” In World War
If, the Supreme Cowrt itself approved ithe
most drastic invasion of constitutional righits
in our history——ihe 1922 ‘relocabtion’ in semi-
concentration eqmps of 112,000 West Uoast
Japanese, tiwo-thirds of them U.8. citizens by
birth.”

The Facts of the “Eelocations” between
February 19 and August 7, 1942

On April 1, 1942, people woke up to find all
over California posters of “Instructions to all Per-
sons of Japanese Ancestry” with this message:;
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“All Japanese persons, both alien ond non-

alien, will be evacuated from the above desig-.

nated area by I12:00 o'clock wnoon Tuesday,
Sprid ¥, 1942,

“No Japanese person will be permitied to
enier or leave the above described area after
8:00 AM., Thursday, April 2, 1942, without
obiagining special permission from the Provost

Marshal at the Civil Control Station . . .~
But there had been ominous warnings, imjustices,
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and arrests before. The day after Pear] Harbor a
Federal order froze the bank credits of ali J apanese
Americans. Ag a tragic result a great many Jap-
anese American businesses were closed down. foread |

P SRS ETE
Gariy an January 28, 142 the WE A
eral  crdersd enviny aieng o BvREs
Cstrategne arsss,” touching off panic ar
Febuary 2, without warning, ¥BI age
into Terminal Island, a fishing settle
arrested 336 Issei (non-naturalized Japs
grants) on presideniizl warrants as pote
agents.” On February 10, the U.S. Just
ment informed the remnant of the fir
families of the island that they must eva
i forty-eight hours., Allan R, Boswc
America’s Concentration Camps (Nortor
pages, 3$5.98) describes how profiteers t
the household possessions and merchan
frightened people at ridiculous prices.
whoge husband had already been ar
$4000.00 for an inventory value at $25,
of their belongings had to be abandoned

This of course was also the case durin
evacuation from February to Augugt. A
XTime (February 17, 1967):

“The loss to the internees, wht
aliowed to ftake with them only
could carry, was estimated at 350(
figure that includes the farms, busi
personal possessions they were fore
behind. After the war, this loss 1
af -approyimaiely 10 cents on the 4

Partial Indemmity, But None for Lo

BEut it fook twenty-five vears before th
Court in a rare unanimous decision rul
“L100 Japanese Awmericans {1oh

late ) may sue the Governwment to e

mngs deposits seized at the beginnin,

War II. A circuit court had rule
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statute of Hmitations barred the suils” (Wall
Street Journai, April 11, 1367,
Presumably they will now have prompl restifution
of their confiscated funds, But all these years the
unfortunate savers were deprived of the earning
power of their money and saw inflation eat Two-
rhirds of it away! Tine Magazine estimates that
“The court ruling will return to the peti-
tioners—awithout interest—some $L00,000 in
savinas that the Government confiscated from
7.8, branches of Joapaneese banks”

The unjustly incarceratad internees not omly lost
the interest ¢n their money and the income from
their expropriated properties but also for at least
four years the wages of their labor and the rewards
of their careers. Kven those who had passed civil
gervice examinations were barred from t{hose po-
gitions. Nobody so far has suggested ihat they
be compengated for salaries so lost. In contrast,
West Clermany has sometbmes paid back salaries
for decadea to those who had been deprived unjustly
of special positions even though ithey may havea
earned far more elsewhere all the time,

The internees were put to work in the concen-
tyation camps but pald convict wages. While in
civilian life, wages were skybigh, unskilled inter-
nees got 38 a month, skilled ones, $12, and pro-
fessional ones, like doctors and dentisis from 3186
to g maximum of $18 a month. They gol for the
work of a month what free Americans got for a day!
Yet no one has ever suggested that their income
lost through siave-labor be compensated for, as
little as anyone has suggested fhat German Pris-
oners of war farmed out as glave-laborers according
to the Morgenthau Plan be compensated!

Conditions i the Relocation Camps

After the 112,985 West Coast Americans of
Japanese blood had been rounded up, they were
first herde@ for some six months inte "assembly
centers” eor staging areas until the fen Helocation
camps had been constructed, The sixieen Assembly
Centers were race tracks, falrgrounds, lvestock
exposition facilities, an abandoned Civiilan Con-
servation Corps Camp, an old mill site. Busses took
the internees to them. Only what personal effects
they could carry was allowed them. Military police
searched all suitcases and boxes. The Centers had
pbarbed wire fences soldiers with machine gunsg
wabtched the gales,

The Canters were equipped with community
showers, toilets, laundries, a hospital, and posi ex-
change. Interness were given nominal allowances
in the form of coupan hooks: single adults, $2.00 per
month; children under sixteen, $1.00; married cou-
ples, $4.00, In addition, those capable had to work
4t hours a week for the normal wages specified
above. The meals seem to have been supplied in
the kind of zoup kiichens President Reosevell en-
visage for the vanguished German people, except
that the food was more =olid than soup, including
for example pork and heans. Cne ecan say thal,
while everyvbody was cramped, and everything was
primitive and full of hardships, nobody In the As-
sembly Centers starved or froze to death,

In March, 1942, Milton Bisenhower, youngest
brother of General Dwight Eisenhower, was ap-
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War Relocaticn Lamps, a supftemism for what
were America's concentration camps. If it is falr
to call any (erman s war criminal whe helped in
the construction of concentration camps, then Miiton
Eisenhower would be a worse one for heing the
director of America’s concentration camp complex.
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Fy mid-Juns the Avmy had approved sieven sush
camps {or 138400 persons, of which len were tasd
They ware tar-paper bharracks in deseri lnvations,
surrounded by bharbed wive and gusrdsd by armed
miiiitary police. CUondilionz in zeneral were liks
those o ihe assemBly centers. Thme Magiwins
fadgast 11, 1881 cails the “ten ‘relpealion ceniery’
-3 guphemist for concentration caraps”

Time dsscribes az follows:

YAt the Raif-compleisd velocation oewiers,
ihe PINICHEES Were dizmayed fo fnd ap inglds
Flumbing, and in the fripid comps of Tyoming
gung fdaho, e oanly orotsclion agwinst the
winder cold consisted of anlgus poi-bellied
zioues,

sackelors were jammed 30 {0 o terpopers
covered parvack. and coch pre-voom. 201 Dy
28-7i ‘apariment’ wos shared by fwo fomilien

{Ung young Nizei mother, for example, witle, "This
buing séven in one ropm makes privacy an unknown
word.” Superfcially, {hese American conceniration
camps for ihle folally inncesent Wigel lpoksd far
more gritk and primitive than Daechau logkad,

Ingubordination was no more inleraled than in
German conceniration camps. When at the Camp
Manzaner a Nisei who had accused a Caucasian
Steward of stealing suigar was placed in jail, {he
interness galhered in protest and demsanded his im-
mediate trelease. The Mililary police was ordered
to enforce martial law., Capialn Bosworih reports:

“Seldiers pushed the orowd away from the
price stobion, ond lnsd up there wilh sub-
wWiGoiine guns, rifles and zholpuns, The crowd
jeoved. The soidiers pul on gos wmasks and
thirew feqr gas bombs”

When one teen-ager atarted the engine of o parked
atuiomobiie, "The {roops opensd fre, reportadly
without grders te de sn. One young Nisel - who
had a2 brother gerving in the U8, Army — wasg in-
stantly killed. A Nigel ninefesn, was sc badly
wpunded that he dieq a fow days iater. Ten svac-
nees, 2l 1old, were ivealed for sunshot injuriss”
{Boeaworth, America’s Coneentration Cemps, o 1813,

Of anather camp, Time Magzazine {Augy, 13, 1861
ranorts as follows:

Y. . in November 1842, after o demongfra-
fion agoingt the adminiztralion of the Tule
Lake comp wm Coliforwig, the drmy's Miitary
FPolice ook over the cfimm, mannad the watch-
towrers and began palrolling the nres wwith
Jeens and commoand cara The ifransition io
Nosi-type slgings wis complele’”

How Dd This War-time Bacial Crime
Come About?

For hoanorable Americansg, who heard our HMor.
genthanisis demangd, long before thers were any
imputationg of "gaszings” or murder in German
concentration camps, that ali Cermansg whe tolsyr-
ated conecentration carps for Jaws should be ex-
scuted, otir wartime goncentration cswmps for the
whole Japanese population o1 the West Copast arc
a greal humiilation. How could ihe geli-righfsous
Rooseveltians, even while orusading in Eureps
agairst national socialistic Germany fundementaily
only because it disctiminated racially ageinst Jews,
do in principle precisely the same thing (o itz Nisei?

In Juns, 1087, when the San THego Umnbon inter-
viewend the reliring SBupreme Court Justice Thomas
Campbell Ciark, he zaid that of his many blunders
during hiz career ha publically acknowledges only
two, the Nuremberg Trial of the vanguizhed and
the wartime indernment of the Nisel. Specifically
of the latter he szid that it discriminaisd against
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persons certaindy of forelgn extraction but otherwige
citizens of the country, ocur fellow citizens, "“We
rounded them up to place them in concentrstion
camps. That iz the trnth of the matter?”

Professor Eugene V. Hostow of Yale Umiversity,
how Under Secretary for Political Affairy Btatae
Departinent, brother of Walt, who is President
Johnson's fpecial Assistant for national Security
affairg, in an article in Harper'= Blagazine (Bept.
1%43), entitled, "Onr Worst Wartime Mistake »
called the Inearceration of the Nizet “a tragic and
serious mistake . . . almost inceredibie.” (He should
have added that by Nuremberg Trial standards, it
wag not onky a mistake but also 4 war erime!} “Ttg
metivation,” he wrote, *“and its impact on our
system of law deny every value of demoaracy.”

Dr. Morton Grodzins, in his very scholarly bool,
Americans Belrayed: Politics and the Japanese
Evacuation (Univerzity of Chicago Press, 1949, 444
pages; calis i “without precedent in Ameriesn
history . . . the frst {ime that the United Stateg
government condemned a large group of people to
barbed-wire inclosurez ., . the first event in which
danger to the natien's welfare was determined by
group characteristics rather than by individual gnilt
. - - Lhe argst program in whick race glone determined
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& tragic and expensive biunder . . . and gave Was
Axig Powers excellent ready-made propaganda the .
rial that proved Democracy did not always male
” (p. 248). worl
e German National Socialism and Wine
rican New Deal-ism Equated Bach Other A
is ironie that the Rooseveltians who in the It
renthau plan wanted to treat the whole German Mor;
a8 war criminals essentially for having per- race
ted the Jews as a race themselves com- BeCil
23 the chief racial atrocity in American mit L
¥, President Roosevell, the great anti-German histc
ader, on February 19, 142 sigmed the executive TS
¢ oin pud the 112,000 Nisei im concentration 2;11?]:
18,

e man who iz today the Supreme Court Justice, 'Th
Warren, whose decigions are almost mono- Ear]
igly in favor of the Negre minority, of com- tono
stic subversives, of pornographers and crim- TDA]
, wag the Californa atterney general who de- inals
lad and magier minded the crimme againgt the TN
. On February 2, 1842 Warren told a mass Nige.
ing of California sheriffs and distriet attorneys mest
“all alien Japanese be forthwith evacuated . . . that
me place in the interier,” He told a congres- Lo s
1l committee “that there iz meore potentizl 81011
er among the group of Jezpanese who Aare dang
in thiz country than from alien Japanese who horn
- born In Japan” (Bee Bosworth, op. eif., p, 73). were
- ifronie that Fiehmiann during his irial gave It is
ame argument of “potential danger” for having the =
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put Kuropean Jews in concentration camps!
But though Bichmann hag been execuled for his
part in the rounding up of Jews, Justice Warren
continues to bask in power and glory and hag not
to this day, as for example Justice Clark, expressed
contrition for his part in what the Chicage ¥mi-
hune calied the Days of Infamy!

Almogt ag shocking as Warren's role is that of
the Commander of the Western Theater of Opera-
tions, General John L. DeWiti, But unlike Warren,
he has since joined the Japan-America SBoclely of
Waghington and complained that in 1942 he had
been wrongfully advised and misled hy his staff.
But his role in 1942 was more racist than Himmler's,
In his application to the War Departmeni for au-
thority to sxpel the Japanege-American minority,
he wrote:

“In the war in Wwhich we are now engaged
racial affinities are not seversd by migration.
The Joapanese race is gn enemy race ond while
many second and third generation Japanese
Baorn on United States soil, possessed ¢f United
States rpitizenship, hove become ‘American-
ized, the racial strains are undiluted.”

{Ree ter Broeck, Prejudice, War, and the Con-
situation, Universify of California Press, 1854,

y Y
When some humanitarian groups urged individual
5, screening to detect these potentially dangerous,

DeWitt countered that “it would be practically m-
possible to establish the loyalty of any one of
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v {rovernor Arthur
1rton was moderate
2 gl un-American
neral, Smith Troy,
sty from incendiar-
lapanese from mob
L citizens should be
. He felt “that we
peopie belter” so
mn. {See Rosworth,

teria and the fear
h prominent Ameri-
n with which they
171 Germany. Most
hat America’s top
Lippmann, Jewish,
arren, on February
hundreds of news-
nd suggesting how
assed in order to
odzing, his eclumn
estbrock Pegler on
nent officialz con-
most important in
in favor of evacua-

hat the very fact
d been commitied,

gaid that while some Japanes
ioyal, they all looked alike, s
1842 he wanted all the Japaness
Charles Sprague of Oragon on F
ed “more thorough action for
possible alien activity, particu
regiding on the coast , . .7 Om
B. Langlie of the State of Washis
and cautioned against inhuman
measures. Bul his atiorney ge
thought that to proteci the fore
ism and, oddly, to protect the .
violence, all Japanese, alien anc
evacuated as quickly as possible
know the Iialian and German
as not fo reguire their evacuati
op. ¢it., p. 84)

It is shocking how war hys
of a possible invasion caused suc
cans to sink to the very racis
jugtified our crusade against N
shocking in this respeet is &
political commentator, Walter
after a conference with Harl 'W
12 wrote & militant column for
pRpers urging mass evacuation ¢
the Constitntion could be hyp
do it. According fo Morton Ga
was the basis for another by W
February 16: “Justice Depari
sidered these itwo ststements
the huildup of pubilic sentiment
tion'” {(Sec op, cit., p. 899).

Lippmann argued curiously |
that no important sabofage ha
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“Ia & zgn that fthe blow is well organized” Ha
goniinued:

“7 underzicond fully ond gporecials faor-
oughly the unywdllingress of Washington fo
fdopt o policy of maas svacuogiion gnd hlern-
ment of oll those who ars fechwically enpmy
alens, Hut J submit (hal Woashingion i3 saot
defining the problemr on the coust corverily
. . . The Pocifie Caast ix officiaddly ¢ com-
bai zans! gome part of it may ¢ any moment
Be @ bafflsfield. Nobodys consiiduiiong]
vighis include the right 1o rezide agnd do busi-
gy o8 4 batflefield™
ffee Bogworth, on, olf., pp. 40-81)

Iys ahort, this greal Jewish champion of human
rights for everybody {excepl for the German
Fxpelless, whom he wanis cheafaed ol of Chelr
(Oder-Neisze and Sudeten homelands}, in 1943 urged
& policy which could Hierally be used by ihe Na-
tional Socianlisiz as ihe Dbattiefront moved ologer
into Germany ito Iusiify thelr puifing all Jews in
conceniration camps ag dangerous potential enemiss]

Even the Touchsione of Demorracy,
the Congress, Approved This War Crime

Of eourss, some Americang indesd protested the
internment of the Japanese, among fhem {or ex-
aiple Senator Tailt and FBI Chief J. Bdgar Hoover,
But ke Germans who oppoesed warlime Germany's
treatment of Jows, such Americans werg ignored
Time Magazine reporis

“Thﬂ*e was not one effective volre of TN
profest. The {fongress passed 4 Bl S%i-‘“’]ﬁﬂ'ﬁfﬁ
ng the move; only one Sengior, Eoberi Taft,
vpiced  Birvong opposition fo the fthasery of
eEeuatinn,”

That the very bhasilon of democracy, the Congress,
contld during wartime hysteria and fear of invasion
sanctipn the racist viclation of all constitullonal
rights of an innocent minerity on grounds of “po-
tential danger” iz a frighiening reminder {hat
demoeracy i35 nc guarantee against prejudice, in-
justice, and war!

The War Department, aware of the doubifud
constitutionality of the mass evacuailon, maneu-
VEred Gﬂngrfﬁs into approval by drafting a bill
making it a misderseanor, subjeet to a years im-
prisonment and 350600 fine, for anyone te Qisobey
the evaruation order. 1t was presented on March
8, 1842 and passed by March 19, Congresz during
the dehate did not ai all criticize the whole plan
of mass evacuationn and even expreszed satisfac-
tion wilh the power given the War Department.
Warst of all, these solons of our great democracy
allowed themselves to be iricked into arguing as
if the evacuaiion affecied only aliens, not also
naturalired and snative-born American cﬁizﬁmﬁ Al
thmagh Sanatﬁr Tsﬁt ﬂa,lleﬁ it ”pmbahi}r the Sii}‘p—
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iﬁ Pisis ¥Fublie Lew 503 mw-':;'wrs*mim.;ﬁ,} @ien i
fact robhed a2 minority of iz constiiutionz: righis
just ay certainly and on the same grounds as any
lawz of Ngzi Germany against Jews,

Also Frankfurter's Supreme Court
Constituliopalized This Racism

Through this law the SBupreme Couri, normsally
the watchdog of & democracy, was perverted Into
declaring America’s worst outbursi of racist per-
secution  constituiionall, One Nisei resisted the
purfew and ancther the evacuation, and Iheir cases
uitimsately reached fhe Supreme Courl. The Cath-
piig Judge Frank 3urphy called ihe mass evacua-
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tion an “ugly abyss of racism” and the Court's
upholding it 2 “legalization of racism.” The Epis-
copal Justice Robert T Jackson accused the ma-
jority of distorting “the Constitution 1o approve
all that the military may deem expadient.,” The
Court "may as well say that any military order
will he constitutionzl and have done with it.” (See
Grodzins, op. eif, pp. 355-8). In dissenling from
the majority decision formulaied by Justice Felix
Frankfurter, Jackson wroie:

“, .. the Court for all Hme has validated the
principle of racial discrimination in criminal
mracedure and of transplanling Awmerican
citizens, The principle then les about hlke @
loagded weapon ready for the hand of any
authority that con bring forward o ploswsible
claim of an uwrgeat need.”

{See Bosworth, op. cit, p. 247}

It iz fronic that Justice Felix Frankfurter, listed
as born in Austria and Hebrew, not only legalized
what Justice Jackson called "a loaded weapon”
against minorities but rationalized it in a manner
which the Nazis conld use to justify anything they
are amlleged fo have done to Huropean Jews., He
gaid that the Constitution meang that in wariime
anything ithe military considers necessary is
constitutional!

“The Constitution,” he said, explicitly grant-
ed the war power “For safeguarding the no-
tionel Ilife by prosscuting war effectively.’”’
Hence, if g military order . . . does nol trans-
cend the wmeans appropriate for conducting
war, such action by the military 1s ., . . con-
stitufional . . 7
{Seeg ten Eroeck, op. cif., p. £85)

In shert, whatever during a war the government
and the army consider expedient is constitutiongl
in a democracy-—-—and fherefore presumably alsgo
allowakle in a national socizlistic regimel! That this
opinion shouid have been delivered by a rabid Mor-
genthauist who was for pumishing the whoie German
people for what their wartime government did fo
the Jewish minority is significant and shocking,

The War Turned Victorions,
and the Nisei Are Spared

Of course, when we Americans think of our war-
time concentration camps for the Nisel and Tssei,
we derive much consolation from the circumstances
that in the end these unfortunates were not ex-
ecuited. Buf thiz is congiderably dimmed by the
reflection that as long as we feared imvasion we
treated the Nisei worse and worse, just as the
Nazis did the Jews. When the danger paszed and
we were spared invasion, we did not go on te kill
them—but relaxed, and finally released them. Only
literally the Holy Ghost can know what we would
have done if bombs had fallem on our cities every
‘night, if Japanese forces had landed and were
pushing ruthlessty forward (raping and murdering
as the Soviet armies did on invading Germany),
“if there had been a probability that as they released
the Nizei they would turn on us as Ilya Ehrenberg
made it prohahle that Jews released -from the
concentration camp woulkl turn en the Germans!
This is nol to justify anything., What we did to
the Nizei was a c¢rime, what the N=azizs did foc
the Jews iz a worse crime. But hoth were the product
of wartime hysieria and real or fancied danger.
Had the danger for Germany subsgided, perhaps the
Nazis woild have become sane again, too, And
only God can know, literally, what our Rooseveltians
would have done if they like the Nazis had been
threatened with Uneonditional Surrender and the
genocidic Morgenthan Plan!
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